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School Faculty 
2018-2019 

Sam Andreas—Older 

Primary   

Ciara Barker—Support  

Maya Byrd—Older 
Primary 

Kim Conner—Parent 
Toddlers and Younger 

Part-Time AM 

Joe Fritz—Older All Days 

Julie Gill—Younger 
Primary 

Ande Green-Williams—
Younger All Days 

Lexi Hundley—Older All 

Days 

Tonya Palsulich—
Younger Primary 

Maite Petersen—Parent-
Toddlers and Older All 
Days 

Alyson Peterson—
Younger All Days 

Sage Rogers—Support  

Kristina Shallies— 
Support  

Olivia Smith—Older All 

Days  

Rebecca Stalder—All   
Part-Time classes 

 

Sarah O’Dell—Executive 
Director 

Nicole Shadduck—
Education Director 

From the Director: Why Tuition Assistance?  
By Sarah O’Dell, Executive Director 

TCS relies on the Annual Benefit for Tuition Assistance aka “The Auction” to fund a 
robust tuition assistance program.  The annual fundraiser, orchestrated by our parent 
group, is the primary way tuition assistance funds are collected. In the last 20 years TCS 
has awarded half a million dollars in tuition assistance! I have been asked on several 
occasions, “Why don’t you use the money raised at the auction for other projects?” It is 
a long standing practice at TCS not to fundraise in support of an operating income for 2 
reasons:  
 
1) By keeping our income driven by tuition it allows our operations to be predictable 
and sustainable. It allows us to maintain a high quality program without the ups and 
downs associated with fundraising. We have supplemented tuition assistance funds in 
the past with grants, endowments and by pulling from our tuition income but we have 
not operated our school with funds from the auction. 
2) Many years ago a set of goals for The Children’s School was penned.  One goal reads:  
The school will create and sustain those conditions which reflect our commitment to 
diversity; we seek families from different socio-economic, racial, religious and cultural 
backgrounds; we respect differences in family configuration and welcome children with 
disabilities.  Our financial aid program supports families in need of assistance. 
 
I am proud to be part of a tradition that dates back over 35 years. The teachers, 
administrators, board and most of all the families at TCS have always taken our tuition 
assistance fundraising very seriously and have strived to raise the most money possible.  
An enthusiastic thank you goes out to P-TCS, the auction committee and those who 
attend and contribute to the auction. I hope to see many of you on March 9

th
 at the U 

of I College of Law to help more children experience all we do here at TCS! 

 
P-TCS News:  Calendar of Events  
By Angie Fuller, P-TCS President 

Attention TCS parents! P-TCS has many great events still to come in the remaining 
months of school. Please take a look at the calendar below and hopefully we'll see you 
at an event soon. If you have any questions or want to help coordinate an event, 
please let me know. Reminder - free childcare is provided during parent education 
events by our wonderful TCS teacher - Rebecca Stalder! 

MARCH 

9 Saturday, Auction Fundraiser for Tuition Assistance, 6:00 PM 
26 Tuesday, Parent Education, 6:00 PM at TCS 
26 Tuesday, P-TCS Meeting 7:00 PM at TCS  
 
APRIL and MAY event calendar coming soon.  It is also posted in the front hall if you 
want to take a look!   
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Important Details 

 
Please see the Weekly 

Updates and the school 

calendar for a 

comprehensive list of 

events and closures. 

 

Monday, March 4th, 

Contracts for the 

2019-2020 school 

year due by 4:00 PM 

with deposit 

 

Saturday, March 9th, 

P-TCS Spring 

Fundraiser 

 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

Schedule  

 

Thursday-Friday, 

February 28th-March 

1st, Parent-Teacher 

Conferences for 

Younger and Older 

Part-Time and 

Primary Classes. 

Classes are closed.  

Pre-arranged Primary 

Child Care available 

upon request.  

 

Wednesday, March 6th 

and Friday, March 8th, 

Younger All Days 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences. Class is 

open. 

 

Monday-Tuesday, 

March 7th-8th, Older 

All Days Parent-

Teacher Conferences. 

Class is open. 

 

 
Classroom News:  Developmental Interaction in Action  
By Julie Gill and Tonya Palsulich  

At The Children’s School, Developmental-Interaction is the philosophy that informs our 
teaching. We’d like to give you an idea of how we, as teachers, think about children’s 
work and play. Here’s a description of how we view children’s creativity, through our 
Developmental-Interaction lens.  
 
In the Developmental-Interaction philosophy, we see children’s growth occurring in the 
interaction of their cognitive development and their social-emotional development. For 
instance, when we notice children expressing creativity, we see that creativity intertwined 
with a growing sense of individuality, or with increasing competence, or with a growing 
sensitivity to the intricacies of social relationships. 
 
Much of the satisfaction derived from children’s creative play comes from the inherent 
problem-solving involved in creation. The ‘oomph’ and excitement of creating, and the 
drive to create result from the interaction of these cognitive and emotional spheres. As 
teachers observing the children, we notice how children playing an adventure game, for 
example, will add depth to their play by creating a map. We see in the creation of this 
map that they apply the understanding that their own drawing is an abstract symbol for a 
physical place. The place represented by the map is created by the children in their minds, 
as they simultaneously draw it and describe it. Meanwhile, they are taking turns speaking 
and listening to each other, aware of and appreciative of the other’s ideas. Their map is a 
real and useful tool in their play. This is a creation with genuine meaning and in this 
observation, we can see how closely cognitive skills interact with social-emotional skills.  
 
These photos illustrate significant areas of children’s cognitive development interacting 
with the children’s creative impulse. The Younger Primes are self-determined. They 
employ critical thinking skills in deciding how to bring their visions to life. They repeatedly 
practice fine motor skills using tools. They collaborate and consult with each other, and 
negotiate conflicts with each other. They find satisfaction and joy in expressing their 
creativity! 
 
 

 

 

 

This group of children is hard at 

work expressing their creativity 

with paper, tape and markers. 

Some children are rolling tape 

and paper to make ‘owl eyes’ AKA 

binoculars. Others are drawing or 

working a collage. 

A child made a snow woman 

and wanted her to relax so 

she also created a sofa and a 

TV. 


